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Why we are here. . .
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B.C.'s popular Juan de Fuca Trail closed all summer 

due to 'extensive' storm damage.
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Sasquatch Park, November 2021 
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Othello Tunnels – Nov 2021
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Allouette Valley Trail – Nov 2021
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West Vancouver Sea Walk – 2022
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Chittenden Pre & Post Atmospheric River
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Current Storm Practices

● City of North Vancouver – Close parks at 90 km

● West Vancouver – Close seawalk during king 

tide – and wind; keep parks open

● City of Nanaimo – No closures

● City of Surrey – Signage no closure
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Risk Management
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Are the 

known risks?

Operational 

Practice / 

Policy

What are the 

triggers for 

action?

Has anything 

changed?

Risk Assessment
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Then What?

Mitigation strategies

What is “reasonable”

The Role of Signage

Organizational Risk Tolerance
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Monitor weather 

– consider 

triggers for 

action

Close park – is 

that an option?

Communication 

to users

Review what is 

in place

Mitigation Strategies
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The Role of Signage

Warning park users about known or emerging hazards

Support operational decisions

Reducing liability

Providing consistent public messaging
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Balance
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What are we 
responsible for?

• Public Safety

• Levels of Service
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Who has a policy and 
what makes a good one?

Why have a policy?

What does the policy look like?

How to create the policy?

What do you do with the policy?
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Legal perspective

Negligence & Nuisance claims in the context of 
natural hazards

Local Government Act, sections 639 and 744

Claims examples

Practical considerations



MUNICIPAL INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 2727

Discussion: 
When to close a park?

What is reasonable to 
achieve?

What is a defensible 
process?
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Danger tree awareness 
bulletin

Typical winter windstorm*
- 80% black cottonwood
- 10% red alder
- 5% big leaf maple
- 5% other

*City of Surrey
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Storm response plan
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Storm response plan
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Storm response plan
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Next Steps

● Develop and review your plan
● Collaborate with local governments
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Questions?
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